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GOV. EASLEY NAMES COBB TO HEAD DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 

RALEIGH – Gov. Mike Easley today appointed W. Britt Cobb Jr. as the Secretary for the Department of 
Administration (DOA).  Cobb is currently serving as the Deputy Secretary of Government Operations for the 
Department. 

“Britt brings more than 30 years experience in state government to this post,” said Easley.  “He is a 
talented manager and I have confidence in his ability to run this agency efficiently.” 

Cobb is a 1971 graduate of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  He began his career at the 
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services in 1972 as a food distribution representative.  He served 
as the Director of Agriculture for the State of North Carolina’s European Office from 1976 through 1979.  
He worked in the Marketing Division of the Department from 1979 through June 2003, when Easley 
appointed him to serve as Interim Agriculture Commissioner, a position he held through January 2005. 

Cobb is a past president of the North Carolina World Trade Association and serves on their Board of 
Directors.  He is a member of the North Carolina District Export Council, the Commonwealth Business 
Park Board of Directors, the Rotary Club of Raleigh, and the University of North Carolina Educational 
Foundation.  He is also a past chair of the Southeast United States Trade Association Marketing 
Committee. 
Created in 1957, DOA acts as the business manager for North Carolina state government.  The Department 
oversees government operations such as building construction, purchasing and contracting for goods and 
services, managing state vehicles, acquiring and disposing of real property, and operating auxiliary services 
such as courier mail delivery and the sale of state and federal surplus property.  In addition, the Department 
oversees the maintenance of state-owned buildings and grounds, and police security for state government 
facilities in Wake County.  The Department also houses several advocacy groups including the Governor's 
Advocacy Council for Persons with Disabilities, the North Carolina Council for Women/Domestic 
Violence Commission, the North Carolina Commission of Indian Affairs, the North Carolina Human 
Relations Commission and the North Carolina Youth Advocacy and Involvement Office. 

Cobb replaces Gwynn Swinson who is resigning the post at the end of the month to accept a position at 
Duke University.   
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